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“ Across the Bridge in 1797 ” -  Prince Hall Freemasonry in Philadelphia 

According	to	the	existing	records,	the	1irst	warranted	Lodge	of	Free	and	Accepted	Masons	among	
men	 of	 color	 in	 Pennsylvania,	 was	 erected	 by	 the	 Right	Worshipful	 Grand	 Master	 Prince	 Hall,	
assisted	by	the	Grand	Wardens	Cyrus	Forbes	and	George	Middleton	of	the	African	Grand	Lodge	of	
Massachusetts	 on	 September	 22,	 1797,	 in	 Philadelphia.	 This	 Lodge	 was	 known	 as	 the	 African	
Lodge	No.	459	of	Philadelphia.	This	action	came	as	the	result	of	a	communication,	dated	March	2,	
1797,	 from	Peter	Mantore	of	Philadelphia	 to	Prince	Hall	of	Boston,	Massachusetts,	 requesting	a	
dispensation	 to	 open	 and	 hold	 a	 lodge	 among	 Freemasons	 of	 color	 residing	 in	 the	 City	 of	
Philadelphia.	The	Reverend	Absalom	 Jones	of	 the	African	Episcopal	Church	of	Philadelphia	was	
elected	Worshipful	Master	 and	 Richard	 Allen,	 founder	 and	 1irst	 Bishop	 of	 the	 Africa	Methodist	
Episcopal	 Church,	 who	 would	 serve	 as	 Treasurer.	 The	 pioneering	 spirit,	 which	 led	 to	 the	
establishment	of	these	great	institutions	of	responsibility	and	service	to	the	black	community	of	
yesteryear,	was	 fostered	 in	 the	 organization	 of	 the	 Free	 African	 Society,	 a	 bene1icial	 and	moral	
reform	society	among	free	blacks,	on	April	12,	1787,	in	Philadelphia.	The	1irst	insurance	bene1icial	
society	among	free	blacks	also	came	because	of	the	activities	of	the	Free	African	Society,	as	well	as	
the	 movement	 for	 the	 establishment	 of	 schools	 for	 the	 education	 of	 free	 black	 children.	 The	
success	 of	 the	 latter	 movement	 is	 owed	 largely	 to	 the	 generous	 aid	 and	 support	 given	 by	 the	
Society	of	Friends	(Quaker)	community	in	the	City	of	Philadelphia.	

G.I.G. JEFFREY M. PERRY, 33° 
PRESIDENT 

To:	 The	 Sovereign	 Grand	 Inspectors	 General,	 Grand	 Inspectors	 General	
and	Of1icers	of	the	New	Jersey	Council	of	Deliberation	

Fraternal	Greetings!		
I	 hope	 this	 issue	of	 the	NJCOTR	Bulletin	 1inds	you	and	your	 families	 in	
good	 health,	 high	 spirits	 and	 suffering	 no	 ill	 effects	 from	 this	 ongoing	
pandemic.	 	 This	 pandemic	 we	 are	 living	 with	 has	 had	 many	 different	
effects	 on	many	 of	 our	members,	 please	 take	 a	moment	 to	 call	 or	 text	
them	 to	 let	 them	 know	 how	 much	 they	 are	 in	 your	 thoughts	 and	
appreciated.		
Our	next	United	Supreme	Council’’s	“140th	Session”	-	Virtual	via	“ZOOM”	
will	 be	 held	 on	 Friday	 and	 Saturday,	 May	 28	 &	 29,	 2021.	 Additional	
information	will	be	forthcoming.		

In	 closing,	 “Be	 Safe”	 and	 as	 I	 continue	 to	 pray	 for	 you	 and	 your	 family,	
please	continue	to	pray	for	me	and	my	family.		Looking	forward	to	seeing	
each	of	you	at	the	140th	Annual	Session	of	the	United	Supreme	Council.		
“Peace,	Prayers	and	Blessings”!	

	G.I.G.	Jeffrey	M.	Perry,	33°	
President	

COMMANDERS OF THE RITE 
BULLETIN 

A.A.S.R., PHA 
 NORTHERN JURISDICTION, USA, INC. 

ORIENT OF NEW JERSEY 
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DEPUTY FOR THE ORIENT

           Theme: 
“United in Service and Commitment; 

Action, Accountability, Sustainable Results” 

Where there is no vision, the people parish, 
But he that keepth the law, happy is he. 

Proverbs 29:18 

New Jersey Council of Deliberation 
The United Supreme Council 

Ancient and Accepted Scottish Rite of Freemasonry 
Prince Hall Affiliation, Northern Jurisdiction USA, 

To	 M.W	 Jeffrey	 Cordell	 Spann,	 Grand	 Master,	 SGIG	 Melvin	 J.	 Bazemore,	 33°	 SGC,	 Of1icers	 and	
Members	of	United	Supreme	Council,	Of1icers	and	Members	of	the	NJ	COD	and	Visitors.

Greetings,
	 	
It	is	with	great	pleasure	that	I	report	to	this	august	body.	In	my	last	Allocution	we	spoke	on	love	
thy	neighbor,	love	one	another	and	brotherly	love.	We	must	acknowledge	the	unearned	love	and	
favor	given	to	man	through	God’s	goodness.

Hebrews	4:16			Let	us	then	approach	the	throne	of	grace	with	con1idence,	so	that	we	may	receive	
mercy	and	1ind	grace	to	help	in	time	of	need.

James	4:6	 	 	 	 	But	he	gives	me	more	grace,	therefore	and	says,	“God	opposes	the	proud	but	gives	
grace	to	the	humble.”

Let	us	pray,
Dear	Heavenly	Father,	it	is	your	humble	servants	coming	to	thee,	with	thanksgiving.	As	we	gather	
today	at	this	virtual	session,	we	ask	that	you	be	in	our	midst.	Help	us	make	decisions	that	will	be	
pleasing	 to	you.	 	Help	us	 to	be	able	 to	discuss	 the	matters	at	hand	 in	a	 reasonable	way	and	be	
willing	to	give	up	our	own	way	for	God.	Let	this	virtual	session	be	productive	as	it	should	be	in	all	
areas	of	our	lives.	Help	us	to	keep	you	at	the	forefront	of	our	minds	as	we	do	the	work	set	before	
us.

Bless	our	humble	labor	for	peace,	love	and	unity.	Bless	our	sick	and	distressed	and	relieve	them	
from	all	their	ailments.	Also,	Heavenly	Father	we	ask	for	a	special	blessing	for	this	Covid-19.	Lead	
us,	guide	us	and	protect	us	in	your	precious	son’s	name	Amen.

S.G.I.G. ROBERT L. OGLESBY, SR., 33° 
ILL. DEPUTY FOR THE ORIENT 



VOLUME 2  / ISSUE 4                                                                   OCTOBER / DECEMBER 2020

3

Necrology

2020	has	been	a	bad	year	for	death,	with	this	virus,	we	the	members	of	New	Jersey	were	also	
affected.	We	 lost	many	 Fraters	 and	 Loyal	 Ladies.	We	 also	 lost	 the	 leader	 of	 the	 Scottish	 Rite	
Masonry,	 in	the	Orient	of	New	Jersey	SGIG	Arthur	R.	Crawford	who	served	as	Ill.	Deputy	from	
2008-2019.	His	 leadership	and	 legacy	will	never	be	 forgotten.	May	he	 rest	 in	peace,	 “Alas	My	
Brother.”

John	14:1		Do	not	let	your	hearts	be	troubled.	You	believe	in	God;	believe	also	in	me.

State	of	the	State

Here	in	the	Great	State	of	New	Jersey,	Covid-19	has	been	a	vicious	virus	for	New	Jerseyans.	As	of	
the	writing	of	this	statement	we	lost	16,618	people	to	the	virus.

We	 are	 asking	 for	 a	 vaccine	 to	 assist	 our	 people.	 Gov.	 Phil	 Murphy	 gave	 his	 Annual	 Budget	
Address	and	stated	he	 is	 1ighting	for	middle	class	 families,	by	reducing	the	cost	of	health	care	
and	 1ighting	 for	 the	millionaires	 tax,	 to	 invest	 in	workforce	development	 for	 the	middle	class.	
Along	with	other	issues.	Let’s	keep	praying	for	him	and	New	Jersey.

State	of	the	Nation

At	 our	 last	 COD,	 I	 reported	 we	 needed	 a	 change	 in	 our	 presidency,	 well	 our	 prayers	 were	
answered.	Our	vote	was	counted,	and	heard.	Now	we	are	looking	for	a	great	change.	We	made	
history	with	 the	 1irst	 Black/	Asian	 female	 vice	 president	 elect.	 President	 Joe	Biden	Elect	 and	
Vice	 president	 Kamala	 Harris	 Elect	 has	 already	 started	 working	 for	 us.	 President	 Joe	 Biden	
stated	African	Americans	had	his	back,	he	also	has	our	back.	Let’s	support	 them	and	pray	 for	
much	success	in	the	administration.	

State	of	the	Craft

Being	in	this	pandemic	has	truly	affected	this	organization	which	started	in	March	of	2020,	but	
with	 the	blessing’s	of	Zoom	we	have	had	our	 regular	meetings.	 I	pray	 that	we	will	be	able	 to	
physically	meet	soon.	I	ask	you	to	stay	safe	in	all	of	your	endeavors	with	this	virus	and	keep	our	
hands	in	God’s	hand.

Elected	Council	Of6icer

To	the	First	Lieutenant	Commander	SGIG	 John	M.	Bettis,	Second	Lieutenant	Commander	SGIG	
Homer	O.	 Justice	and	Grand	Minister	of	State	SGIG	Garret	L.	Winn.	Although	we	have	not	met	
since	March	to	present	in	a	regular	meeting.	You	have	continued	to	work	to	enhance	this	Council	
of	Deliberation	and	United	Supreme	Council.	SGIG	John	M.	Bettis	who	is	working	very	hard	on	
committees	with	the	United	Supreme	Council,	SGIG	Homer	O.	Justice	with	COD	raf1le,	and	SGIG	
Garret	L.	Winn	on	the	SGC	Strategic	Plan	on	the	education	committee.
To	our	Grand	Treasurer	SGIG	Ricardo	McNeil	and	Grand	Secretary	SGIG	James	Allen,	I	would	like	
to	thank	each	of	you	for	doing	an	outstanding	job	on	maintaining	our	records	in	1inances.	Your	
work	will	never	go	unnoticed.	Thank	you	from	the	bottom	of	my	heart.				

 (continued on page 4) 
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                                                           (continued from page 3) 

Appointed	Of6icers	and	Committee	Chairmen
To	SGIG	William	M.	Moore,	I	can’t	thank	you	enough	for	your	hard	work	and	dedication.	You	have	
assisted	me	 in	 every	 aspect	 of	 this	 Council	 of	 Deliberation.	 Keep	 up	 the	 good	work,	 you	 have	
exempli1ied	what	brotherhood	is	truly	about.	To	GIG	Walter	Smith,	Educational	Chairman	in	your	
committee	in	the	time	of	need	you	and	your	committee	kept	the	faith	during	this	Covid-19	crisis.	
You	still	carried	out	the	work	of	Scottish	Rite	Masons.	You	have	helped	assist	our	young	people	
with	1inancial	assistance.	Thank	you	sir,	and	your	committee.	

To	all	remaining	committee	chairmen	and	assistants,	thank	you	for	being	ready	and	able	to	assist	
this	Council	of	Deliberation	and	all	our	endeavors.	I	am	praying	that	this	upcoming	new	year,	you	
will	be	able	to	perform	your	duties	and	responsibilities.

New	Jersey	Commanders	of	the	Rite
	

During	this	pandemic,	the	President	of	the	Commanders	of	the	Rite	GIG	Jeffrey	M.	Perry	has	kept	
us	 close	 together	with	 the	newsletter.	Coming	 forward	sir,	 I	would	 like	 to	 thank	you	and	all	of	
your	dedicated	colleagues	who	assisted	you	with	the	information	for	our	newsletter.	Your	work	is	
outstanding	and	may	God	continue	to	bless	you.

Ladies	of	the	Order	of	the	Golden	Circle

To	Loyal	Lady	Mary	A.	Hill,	State	Grand	Loyal	Lady	Ruler	and	Of1icers	and	Members	of	the	State	
Grand	Assembly.	We	know	times	have	been	hard	but	you	have	still	accomplished	the	work	of	the	
Golden	Circle.	All	 the	 charities	and	your	acts	of	kindness	were	a	blessing	 to	others,	 thanks	 for	
your	dedication.		

In	closing,
I	deeply	sense	the	great	obligation	of	this	position	to	which	I	have	been	appointed	by	SGIG	Melvin	
J.	Bazemore,	Sovereign	Grand	Commander.	 I	shall	regard	 it	a	duty	and	privilege	to	advance	our	
policies	 and	 procedures	 with	 great	 vigor,	 with	 the	 help	 of	 God	 and	 the	 cooperation	 of	 the	
members	of	this	great	organization.	I	shall	devote	myself	unswervingly	towards	the	attainment	of	
our	 objectives.	 I	 also	 must	 thank	 my	 lovely	 wife	 Angela	 Oglesby	 for	 all	 of	 her	 support	 and	
allowing	me	to	serve	this	august	body.

May	God	continue	to	bless	this	Council	of	Deliberation	and	remember,	God	loves	you	and	so	do	I.	

USCAFS  RAFFLE 
                          1st  Prize                                                   $ 10,000.00 
                          2nd Prize                                                   $   3,500.00 
                          3rd Prize                                                   $   2,500.00 
                          4th - 7th Prize                                          $   1,000.00 each 

DONATION: $20.00 
Drawing will be held at the United Supreme Council Banquet 

on May 31, 2021 
Detroit Marriott at the Renaissance Center, 400 Renaissance Drive, Detroit Michigan 48234 

License #: 148912 

NEED  NOT  BE  PRESENT  TO  WIN 
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In Memoriam 
“There is no death; the stars go down 

To rise upon some other shore. 
And bright in heaven’s jeweled crown 

They shine forevermore.” 

Remembering our Grand Inspectors Generals

G.I.G. Henry W. Yarborough, 33° 
July 6, 1932 - February 21, 2020 

Mt. Calvary Consistory No. 22 
Valley of Atlantic  City 

G.I.G. James E. Congo, 33° 
December 30, 1941 - April 15, 2020 

Ophir Consistory  No. 48 
Valley of Trenton	

G.I.G. John R. Turner, 33° 
October 30, 1929 - May 25, 2020 

Ophir Consistory  No. 48 
Valley of Trenton	

						G.I.G. Clifford C. Knox,Jr.,33° 
June 8, 1939 - June 7, 2020 

Sardonias Consistory No. 41 
Valley of Newark 

						G.I.G. Elton E. Hill, 33° 
January 5, 1931 - July 11, 2020 

Sardonias Consistory No. 41 
Valley of Newark 

						G.I.G. Gus W. Pittman, 33° 
October 7, 1933 - July 28, 2020 

Sardonias Consistory No. 41 
Valley of Newark 

G.I.G. Myles E. Halstead, IV, 33° 
November 23, 1947 - November 24, 2020 

DeHugo Consistory  No. 2 
Valley of Camden	

There the wicked cease from troubling; 
and there the weary be at rest. 

ORIENT OF NEW JERSEY 

SCOTTISH 
            RITE
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November	11,	2020	
New	Jersey	—The	Most	Worshipful	Prince	Hall	Grand	Lodge	of	the	State	of	New	Jersey,	under	
the	direction	of	the	90th	Most	Worshipful	Jeffrey	Cordell	Spann	issues	the	following	September	
statement	regarding	the	State	of	the	Craft.	
November	is	a	month	of	service	and	thanks…	
		
Our	Veterans	have	served	our	country	with	zeal	and	1idelity	to	protect	the	rights	of	the	citizens	
of	this	great	Nation…and	our	citizens	who	every	four-years	during	the	1irst	week	of	November	
serve	 this	 Nation	 by	 exercising	 their	 right	 to	 vote.	 	 Both	 groups,	 and	 their	 activities,	 take	
courage,	and	in	many	cases,	people	have	lost	their	lives	in	the	service	of	freedom.	 	Their	duty	
and	dedication	to	service	is	not	lost	on	this	Administration.	
		
Prince	Hall	Masons	are	obligated	to	vote	within	the	walls	of	the	Lodge	and	have	been	doing	so	
since	before	the	institution	of	the	Voting	Rights	Act	of	1965.		It	is	part	of	our	masonic	duty	and	
service	 to	 the	 Lodge…a	democratic	 process	where	 leaders	 preside,	 and	 the	Brothers	 decide.		
This	simple	act	of	obligation	was	the	life’s	blood	of	our	dearly	departed	Brother	John	R.	Lewis	
who	spoke	of	“good	trouble”	and	exercising	our	Constitutional	rights.	
		
As	men	and	Masons,	we	should	never	 forget	 that	 it	 is	our	Constitution,	Statutes,	Bylaws,	and	
Ritual	that	set	us	apart	from	the	outside	world…and	we	should	never	forget	that	this	is	not	a	
social	club	or	Facebook	group…I	am	thankful	that	we	are	different	by	design.	
	
Being	thankful	is	of	the	greatest	importance	now	more	than	ever	before.	As	we	move	towards	
Thanksgiving	and	spending	time	with	family,	I	am	thankful	for	your	continued	support	of	our	
jurisdiction,	 our	 charitable	 works,	 and	 the	 annual	 Grand	 Lodge	 Charity	 Raf1le	 (Saturday,	
November	14,	2020).																													

Grand Master’s 
Message

Together Everyone Achieves  More 
T.E.A.M. 

The words of the reckless pierce like swords,  
But the tongue of the wise brings healing. 

Proverbs 12:18 (NIV)

M.W. JEFFREY CORDELL SPANN 
GRAND MASTER 



VOLUME 2  / ISSUE 4                                                                   OCTOBER / DECEMBER 2020

7

																															
The	pandemic	has	changed	how	we	live	and	made	it	challenging	for	many	to	just	survive.	 	We	
must	 be	 innovative	 in	 our	 approach	 to	 helping	 others	 and	 continue	 the	 tradition	 of	 serving	
those	in	the	communities	in	which	we	live.	
 

“In recognizing the humanity of our fellow beings, we pay ourselves the highest tribute.” 
 

 ~Thurgood Marshall,  
1st African American U.S. Supreme Court member & Prince Hall Mason.

 

Fraternally, 
 

Most Worshipful Jeffrey Cordell Spann 
90th, Most Worshipful Grand Master

 

Most Worshipful Prince Hall Grand Lodge

Free & Accepted Masons, State of New Jersey
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As	 Prince	 Hall	
Scottish	 Rite	
Freemasons	 of	
the	 Northern	
Jur i sd ic t ion ,	
PHA,	 we	 are	
bound	 by	 the	
Oath	 of	 Fealty	
that	 we	 signed	

in	 our	 respective	
C o n s i s t o r i e s	
after	 receiving	

the	several	degrees	of	the	order	and	af1irming	
our	membership.			
Origin/De6inition:	 	 In	medieval	 Europe	 the	
swearing	 of	 fealty	 took	 the	 form	 of	 an	 oath	
made	by	a	vassal,	or	subordinate	to	his	Lord.		
“Fealty”	also	referred	to	the	duties	incumbent	
upon	 a	 vassal	 that	 were	 owed	 to	 his	 Lord,	
which	consisted	of	service	and	aid.	 	One	part	
of	 the	 oath	 of	 fealty	 included	 swearing	 to	
always	remain	faithful	to	the	Lord.1	
Such	 oaths	 were	 designed	 to	 promote	 social	
order	and	class	structure	as	well	appropriate	
or	 desired	 behavior	 among	 and	 between	 the	
classes.	 	 The	 preservation	 and	 security	 of	
property,	wealth,	and	as	blood	line	distinction	
was	very	important.		Violations	of	these	oaths	
and	 principals	 were	 met	 with	 extraordinary	
punishment	 by	 the	 Lord(s)	 or	 Church	
authority	of	a	religious	nature.		There	were	no	
Courts.		The	Lords	of	the	Bishop	was	the	court	
and	the	punisher.		
In	 the	 year	 1788,	 Clement	 XII,	 at	 the	 time,	
P o p e	 o f	 R o m e	 i s s u e d	 a	 B i l l	 o f	
Excommunication	 against	 the	 Freemasons	
and	 ass igned	 as	 the	 reason	 o f	 h i s	
condemnat ion ,	 tha t	 the	 ins t i tu t ion	
confederated	 persons	 of	 all	 religions	 and	
sects	in	a	mysterious	bond	of	union	and		

compelled	 them	 to	 secrecy	 by	 an	 oath	 taken	
on	 the	 Bible,	 accompanied	 by	 certain	
ceremonies,	 and	 the	 imprecation	 of	 heavy	
punishments.2			As	we	are	keenly	aware	by	the	
history	 of	man’s	 evolution	 from	middle	 ages	
that	the	masses	of	Europe	were	controlled	by	
religion	 and	 the	 powerful	 at	 the	 top	 of	 the	
class	 system.	 	 It	 should	 be	 noted	 that	 the	
power	 of	 the	 Roman	 Catholic	 Church	 in	
Europe	 for	 centuries	 was	 so	 great	 that	
bloodline	Monarchs	had	 to	have	 the	Blessing	
of	the	Pope	before	they	could	be	coronated	as	
king	 or	 queen,	 a	 ceremony	 control	 by	 the	
church.	 	 The	 fact	 that	 freemasons	 invoked	
ceremonies	of	 secrecy	with	an	oath	 taken	on	
the	Bible,	not	approved	by	the	Church	was	an	
act	blasphemy	often	punishable	by	death.			As	
Freemasonry	 in	 Europe	 grew	 after	 the	
Crusades	 or	 the	 “100	 years	 war”,	 it	 posed	 a	
threat	 to	 the	 power	 of	 the	 Roman	 Catholic	
Church	 and	 the	 European	 Monarchies	 and	
therefore	became	subject	to	persecution.	
Unlike	 the	 Oath	 of	 Obligation	 that	 we	 as	
Freemasons	 take	 in	 the	Symbolic	Blue	Lodge	
or	Ancient	Craft	Masonry,	which	is	an	oath	of	
secrecy	 accompanied	by	penalty	 of	 violation,	
administered	prior	to	the	ceremony,	the	Oath	
of	Fealty	is	af1irmed	by	your,	(signature),	after	
you	 receive	 the	 light	 and	 knowledge	 of	 the	
degrees.			
	 	

I,	 the	undersigned,	do	hereby	promise	on	my	
word	 to	 honor,	 and	 swear	 true	 faith,	
allegiance,	 and	 fealty	 to	 the	 United	 Supreme	
Council	of	 the	Ancient	and	Accepted	Scottish	
Rite	 of	 Freemasonry,	 Prince	 Hall	 Af1iliation,	
Northern	 Jurisdiction,	U.S.A.	 Inc.	 sitting	at	 its	
Grand	 East	 in	 the	 City	 of	 Philadelphia,	
Pennsylvania,	 of	which	 the	 Illustrious	Melvin	
J .	 Bazemore	 is	 the	 Sovereign	 Grand	
Commander,	and	will	support	and	abide	by	its	
Constitution,	Orders	and	Decrees.		

1st LIEUTENANT COMMANDER’S MESSAGE

S.G.I.G. JOHN M. BETTIS, 33° 
ILL. 1ST LIEUTENANT COMMANDER 

NJCOD 

Oath of Fealty 
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I,	 the	undersigned,	do	hereby	promise	on	my	
word	 to	 honor,	 and	 swear	 true	 faith,	
allegiance,	 and	 fealty	 to	 the	 United	 Supreme	
Council	 of	 the	Ancient	 and	Accepted	Scottish	
Rite	 of	 Freemasonry,	 Prince	 Hall	 Af1iliation,	
Northern	 Jurisdiction,	U.S.A.	 Inc.	 sitting	at	 its	
Grand	 East	 in	 the	 City	 of	 Philadelphia,	
Pennsylvania,	 of	which	 the	 Illustrious	Melvin	
J .	 Bazemore	 is	 the	 Sovereign	 Grand	
Commander,	and	will	support	and	abide	by	its	
Constitution,	Orders	and	Decrees.		

That	I	will	hold	allegiance	to	the	said	Supreme	
Council	 and	be	 loyal	 thereto,	 as	 the	 supreme	
authority	 of	 the	 Rite;	 will	 hold	 illegal	 and	
spurious	 every	 other	 Body	 that	 may	 be	
established	within	its	jurisdiction,	claiming	to	
be	a	Supreme	Council;	 and	every	other	Body	
of	said	Rite	within	 the	same	 Jurisdiction	 that	
does	 not	 hold	 its	 power	 from	 said	 Supreme	
Council	 and	 will	 hold	 no	 communication	
whatever	 in	 Scottish	 Rite	 Masonry	 with	 any	
member	 of	 the	 same	 nor	 allow	 him	 to	 visit	
any	 Body	 of	 the	 Rite	 of	 which	 I	 may	 be	 a	
member;	 and	 I	 will	 dispense	 justice	 to	 my	
brethren	according	 to	 the	 laws	of	 equity	and	
honor.		

And	should	I	violate	this,	my	solemn	vow	and	
pledge,	I	consent	to	be	expelled	from	Scottish	
Rite	Masonry,	and	all	rights	therein	and	in	any	
Body	 of	 the	 Rite,	 and	 to	 be	 denounced	 to	
every	 Body	 of	 the	 Ancient	 Accepted	 Scottish	
Rite	in	the	world	as	a	traitor	and	forsworn.		

And	may	God	aid	me	to	keep	and	perform	the	
same.			Amen3	

Here	we	can	see	the	emphasis	on	the	personal	
character	of	a	Brother	such	as	allegiance	and	
loyalty	 to	 the	 organization,	 its’	 constitution	
and	authority,	and	the	penalty	for	violation	of	
this	 Oath	 with	 the	 prayer	 for	 God’s	 help	 to	
keep	this	promise.	

Our	 Sister	 Jurisdiction,	 The	 United	 Supreme	
Council,	AASR,	Southern	Jurisdiction,	PHA		

also	 has	 this	 Oath	 of	 Fealty	which	 according	
Ill.	 Marvin	 Chambers,	 33°,	 Secretary	 General	
HE,	 members	 are	 required	 to	 recite	 when	
assembled.	

The	Oath	of	Fealty	has	been	a	cornerstone	in	
foundation	 of	 masonic	 law	 and	 ritual	 for	
centuries.	 Prince	 Hall	 Freemasonry	 has	
suffered	 tremendously	 throughout	 its	history	
from	 clandestinism	 or	 the	 establishment	 of	
spurious	or	bogus	masonic	bodies	by	 former	
Prince	Hall	Masons,	who	violated	this	Oath.4	

As	 we	 know,	 much	 of	 the	 formation	 of	 the	
government	 in	 these	 United	 States	 has	 been	
in1luenced	 by	 Religion	 and	 Freemasonry	
which	 are	 rooted	 in	 the	 Judeo-Christian	
dogma.	 	 This	 is	 re1lected	 by	 the	 masonic	
symbolism	in	the	architecture	of	government	
buildings	 and	our	 currency.	 	 The	declaration	
of	 Independence,	 the	 Constitution	 and	many	
of	 its’	 amendments	 were	 written	 or	
in1luenced	 by	 Freemasons,	 beginning	 with	
George	Washington,	 often	 referred	 to	 as	 the	
father	of	our	nation.			

It	 is	 astonishing	 that	 the	 United	 States	 has	
endured	four	years	of	a	President	who	swore	
an	Oath	of	Of1ice	on	the	Holy	Bible	to	uphold	
and	defend	the	Constitution.		He	then	violated	
that	 Oath	 in	 his	 so	 called	 acceptance	 speech	
and	 continued	 to	 do	 so	 throughout	 his	 term	
with	impunity.	 	His	in1luence	and	power	over	
his	elected	party	members	in	both	House	and	
Senate		has	caused	them	to	not	only	follow	his	
example	 of	 violating	 their	 Oath	 of	 allegiance	
to	 the	 Country,	 Constitution,	 and	 faithful	
service	 to	 their	 constituents,	 but	 instead	 to	
pay	homage	and	fealty	to	a	fake	lord	to	whom	
they	 owe	 no	 service	 or	 faithfulness.	 	 The	
in 1 luence	 o f	 th i s	 fake	 “Lord”	 over	
approximately	45%	of	both	legislative	houses	
and	30-35%	of	the	masses	is	likened	to	that	of	
the	Roman	Catholic	Church	for	1ive	centuries.	
This	 situation	 unchecked	 threatened	 our	
democracy	on	January	6,	2021.																								

																																(continue on page 10)
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                  (continued from page 9) 

Regrettably,	these	folk	lack	the	core	value	of	
personal	honor,	their	word.	

Fortunately,	society	has	evolved	since	feudal	
and	medieval	 times	and	we	have	added	the	
Courts	 to	our	government.	 	During	our	 last	
election	and	Judges	who	swore	to	the	same	
Oath	 as	 the	 fake	 “Lord”	 and	 his	 cult	
followers,	 adhered	 to	 their	 Oath	 of	 Of1ice	
and	 administered	 Justice	 between	 the	
people	and	the	fake	“Lord”.			

Throughout	 the	 ages	 Freemasonry	 has	
s u s t a i n ed	 t h e s e	 e l emen t s	 i n	 t h e	
development	of	personal	 responsibility	and	
character.		Even	though	it	is	interwoven	with	
religion,	 it	 survived	 the	 persecution	 of	 the	
Powerful	Roman	Catholic	Church	because	of	
its	Oath.		As	Freemasons,	we	are	members	of	
a	 Brotherhood.	 	 	 Our	 masonic	 teachings,	
principals,	oath	and	obligations	are	with	us	
in	 a	 spirit	 of	 faithfulness	 and	 service	 to	
others	 as	 we	 go	 through	 our	 daily	 lives.		
They	 are	 exempli1ied	 by	 our	 actions	 and	
behavior	 by	 which	 others	 identify	 us	 as	
Freemasons	to	whom	honor	is	due.			

SGIG	John	M.	Bettis,	33°,																									
Illustrious	1st.	Lieutenant	Commander,	NJCD	

Sources:	
1.	Wikipedia	
2.	 Mackey’s	 Encyclopedia	 of	 Freemasonry,	
Vol.	2,	p.	723	
3.	 2010	 Constitutions	 and	 General	
Regulations,	 USC,	 AASRF,	 PHA	 Appendix	 I,	
p115	
4	 .History	 of	 the	 United	 Supreme	 Council,	
AASRF,	Nor.	 Jur.	 PHA,	 1881-1998,	 Joseph	A.	
Walkes,	Jr.,	p47-48	

2020 - 2021 
ELECTED OFFICERS 

G.I.G. Jeffrey M. Perry, 33°
President

(609) 658-6958

G.I.G. James Mack, Jr., 33°
Vice President
(609) 433-0837

S.G.I.G. Charles F. Williams, 33°
Treasurer

(609) 707-3251

G.I.G. Walter A. Smith, 33°
Secretary

(609) 316-9858
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Our	 Quest	 for	
the	 Lodge	 of	
Perfection	 is	a	
quest	 for	 self-
discovery.	 A	
q u e s t	 f o r	
more	 Light	 in	
Masonry,	 and	
prayerfully,	 an	
awakening	 of	

our	 own	 Spirituality.	 	 The	 foundation	 for	 the	
degrees	of	Perfection	lies	in	the	understanding	
that,	 Masonry,	 our	 Masonic	 Lodge,	 is	 a	
representation	 of	 the	world,	 and	 our	 journey	
through	 the	 degrees	 represents	 our	 journey	
through	life.		If	we	have	done	our	due	diligence	
in	our	Blue	Lodge	Degrees,	then	we		should	be	
well	prepared	for	our	Scottish	Rite	journey.	
  
As an Entered Apprentice we learned the 
importance of the outward relationship with 
others, and just as important, the institutions 
of our society.  As a Fellowcraft, we were 
taught that it takes a combination of intellect, 
experience, intuition, feeling, emotion, and 
education to make real progress in life.  We 
discovered our dual nature; that there is a 
spirit within us, which can lead us to self-
improvement.  As a Master Mason we look 
inward, and come face to face with our own 
worst enemy…..OUR EGO, and then are 
given the opportunity to overcome our 
passions and our prejudices, and become 
true to who we truly are. 
It is at that very point that we are ready for 
the Scottish Rite experience.  The degrees 
of the Lodge of Perfection relate to the  
darker side of our existence….  

Our Inner Ruffian.  At this point, we have 
inevitably prepared ourselves, through our 
own efforts for this journey into the Rite.  We 
should know, however, that just like the Blue 
Lodge Degrees, Scottish Rite remains a 
progressive system of morality, more deeply 
veiled in allegory. First and foremost, as 
before, our first task is to overcome 
ourselves. 
The quest for the Lodge of Perfection, then, 
is to come as close to Perfect Truth as we 
are able in this life.  The Great Architect of 
the Universe has arranged His great 
purpose that each man has a work to do, a 
duty to perform, a part to play in the step by 
step enlightenment of the world. 
  
This guiding force is nothing less than our 
own empowerment as men.  We are capable 
of remarkable performance when we know 
that we are more than just an accident or 
mistake of nature, more than animal, more 
than chance, more than chemistry, more 
than sociology or in this day, more than 
Social Media…that our essential nature is 
the direct result of the workings of divine 
will.  This newly discovered insight, should 
enable us the possibility that we may secure 
for others a balance of Love, Faith and the 
type of reason, essential to universal 
harmony, and a better world for us all.  
  
Once we are armed with virtue, then and 
only then should we contemplate our quest 
for the Rose Croix, to decide what we do 
with our own empowerment.           

By: S.G.I.G. Ronald A. Clark, 33°

Let’s start at the beginning of our Scottish Rite Journey 

The Lodge of Perfection 

S.G.I.G. RONALD A. CLARK, 33° 
ILL. DEAN OF INSTRUCTION 

NJCOD 
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African	American	Men’s	Health	
Submitted	by	

G.I.G.	Dr	Kenneth	Walton,	33° (#41)  
Medical	Department	

Over	the	past	two	
decades,	 there	
has	been	growing	
i n t e r e s t	 i n	
improving	 black	
men’s	 health	 and	
t h e	 h e a l t h	

disparities	 affecting	 them.	 Yet,	 the	 health	 of	
black	 men	 consistently	 ranks	 lowest	 across	
nearly	 all	 groups	 in	 the	 United	 States.	
Evidence	 on	 the	 health	 and	 social	 causes	 of	
morbidity	 and	 mortality	 among	 black	 men	
has	 been	 narrowly	 concentrated	 on	 public	
health	problems	(e.g.,	heart	disease,	prostate	
cancer,	violence)	and	determinants	of	health	
( e . g . ,	 e duca t i on	 and	 ma l e	 g ender	
socialization).	 Black	 men	 suffer	 far	 worse	
health	 than	 any	 other	 racial	 group	 in	
America.	 Black	men	 live	 7.1	 years	 less	 than	
other	 racial	 groups	 and	 black	 men	 die	
younger	than	all	other	groups	of	men,	except	
Native	 Americans.	 Throughout	 the	 country,	
disparities	 had	 narrowed	 but	 were	 still	
considerable,	with	white	men	 living	 to	 67.6	
years	 and	 black	 men	 to	 60.7	 years.	 Among	
women,	 the	 racial	 disparity	 had	 narrowed	
far	less	during	this	time.	At	last	measure	(in	
2013),	white	men’s	 life	expectancy	was	76.7	
years	while	black	men	were	72.3	years,	for	a	
difference	of	4.4	years.	After	a	disturbing	rise	
in	 disparities	 during	 the	 1980s	 and	 1990s,	
trends	 are	 again	 moving	 in	 a	 positive	
direction,	but	there	is	still	a	signi1icant	gap	to	
close.Top	10	Causes	of	Death	Among	African	
American	 MalesHeart	 Disease	 (23.7%),	
Cancer/Malignant	Disease	(20.9%),							
Unintentional	 Injury	 (7.4%),	 Homicide	
(5.1%),	 Cerebrovascular	 Disease/Stroke	
(4.8%),		

Diabetes	 Mellitus	 (4.1%),	 Chronic	 Lower	
Respiratory	Disease	(3.3%),	Kidney	Disease		
(2.6%),	Septicemia	(1.8%)	and	Hypertension	
(1.7%).		
		
Heart	disease	 is	a	 term	that	 includes	many	
speci1ic	 heart	 conditions.	 	 According	 to	 the	
U.S.	 Centers	 for	 Disease	 Control	 and	
Prevention	 (CDC),	 coronary	 artery	 disease	
(CAD),	which	can	lead	to	heart	attacks,	is	the	
most	 common	 heart	 disease	 in	 the	 United	
States.	 	Other	heart	conditions	include	chest	
pain	 known	 as	 angina,	 heart	 failure	 and	
irregular	heart	beats	known	as	arrhythmias.	
Statistics	
• Because	 men	 usually	 develop	 heart	
disease	 10	 to	 15	 years	 earlier	 than	women,	
men	are	more	likely	to	die	of	it	in	the	prime	
of	life.	(American	Heart	Association)		
• Heart	 disease	 is	 the	 leading	 cause	 of	
death	in	both	men	and	women.		
• Nearly	 700,000	 people	 die	 of	 heart	
disease	 annually	 –	 the	 equivalent	 of	 29	
percent	 of	 all	 deaths	 in	 the	 United	 States.	
(CDC)		
• About	 a	 quarter	 of	 all	 heart-disease-
related	 deaths	 occur	 in	men	 ages	 35	 to	 65.	
(CDC)		
• In	 2017,	 heart	 disease	 was	 the	
leading	 cause	 of	 death	 for	 347,879	 males.	
(American	Heart	Association)		
(body	mass	index).		

G.I.G. DR. KENNETH WALTON, 33° 
NJCOD MEDICAL DEPT. 
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(continue on page 14)  

Cancer		
The	most	 common	 causes	 of	 cancer	 death	 in	
men	are	lung,	prostate	and	colorectal.	While	it	
is	 not	 fully	 understood	 what	 exactly	 causes	
cancer,	there	are	certain	factors	that	put	you	at	
greater	 risk.	 These	 factors	 include	 using	
tobacco	 (smoking	 causes	 90	 percent	 of	 lung	
cancer	 deaths),	 obesity/overweight,	 sun	
exposure,	 excessive	 drinking,	 inactivity,	
environmental	 factors	 and	 heredity.	 While	
there's	 little	 you	 can	 do	 about	 your	 genetic	
predisposition,	 you	 can	 take	 important	 steps	
to	 avoid	 other	 risk	 factors	 related	 to	 lifestyle,	
which	some	experts	say	account	for	roughly	80	
percent	of	your	risk.		

Prostate	Cancer	
Prostate	cancer	is	the	second	leading	cause	of	
cancer	 death	 among	 men.	 African-American	
men	 have	 the	 world's	 highest	 incidence	 of	
prostate	 cancer.	The	American	Cancer	 Society	
(ACS)	 estimated	 that	 about	 29,570	 (30%)	 of	
new	 cases	 of	 prostate	 cancer	were	 diagnosed	
in	the	United	States	during	2019	among	Blacks	
with	 5,350	 deaths	 (15%)	 attributed.	 About	 1	
man	 in	 6	 will	 be	 diagnosed	 with	 prostate	
cancer	 during	 his	 lifetime,	 but	 only	 1	man	 in	
34	will	die	of	it.	A	little	over	1.8	million	men	in	
the	 United	 States	 are	 survivors	 of	 prostate	
cancer.	 Statistics	 show	 that	 one	 in	 four	
African-American	 males	 will	 develop	
prostate	 cancer,	 a	 rate	 60	 percent	 higher	
than	the	general	population.	

Unintentional	Injuries		
One	 of	 the	 reasons	 men's	 life	 expectancy	 is	
nearly	 1ive	years	 shorter	 than	women	may	be	
their	 willingness	 to	 take	 unnecessary	 risks.	
Data	 in	 2019	 revealed	 that	 police	 in	 the	
United	 States	 kill	 far	 more	 people	 than	 do	
police	 in	 other	 advanced	 industrial	
democracies.	 While	 a	 substantial	 body	 of	
evidence	shows	that	people	of	color,	especially	
African	Americans,	are	at	greater	risk	for		

experiencing	 criminal	 justice	 contact	 and	
police-involved	 harm	 than	 are	 whites.	 Motor	
vehicle	 crashes	 were	 the	 leading	 cause	 of	
death,	 while	 poisoning,	 falls	 and	 drowning	
were	also	cited.		

Homicide	
The	number	of	murdered	victims	in	the	United	
States	in	2019	for	Blacks	totaled	7,484.	Of	that	
total,	 6,446	 were	 black	 males	 versus	 the	
number	 of	 murders	 within	 the	 White	 race	
which	 totaled	 5,787.	 As	 you	 can	 see	 from	
Table	1	below,	homicide	is	not	a	factor	in	the	
top	5	causes	of	death	within	the	White	race.	

Stroke		
While	 you	 can't	 control	 some	 risk	 factors	 for	
stroke-such	 as	 your	 family	 history,	 age	 and	
race-you	 can	 prevent	 the	 leading	 causes,	
inc luding	 high	 b lood	 pressure ,	 h igh	
cholesterol,	diabetes	and	smoking.	Know	your	
numbers	(blood	pressure,	cholesterol,	glucose	
and	BMI)	and	keep	them	in	check.		

Diabetes		
Diabetes	 is	 a	 disease	 that	 affects	 the	way	 the	
body	 regulates	 blood	 sugar	 (glucose).	 The	
most	 fatal	 consequences	 of	 diabetes	 include	
heart	attack	and	stroke,	which	are	two	to	four	
times	 more	 likely	 in	 people	 with	 diabetes.	
Overweight	and	obesity	are	among	the	leading	
causes	 of	 the	 most	 common	 type	 of	 diabetes	
(Type	 II).	Many	men	are	not	 aware	 they	have	
t h e	 d i s e a s e	 u n t i l	 t h e y	 e x p e r i e n c e	
complications	 from	 it,	 including	 erectile	
dysfunction,	 loss	of	vision,	kidney	disease	and	
nerve	damage	to	the	hands	or	feet.	To	prevent	
diabetes,	 maintain	 a	 healthy	 weight,	 exercise	
at	least	30	minutes	a	day	most	every	day	of	the	
week,	eat	a	healthy	diet,	have	your	blood	sugar	
tested	 regularly	 and	 talk	 with	 your	 doctor	
about	your	family	history	of	diabetes.	

http://www.missionhospitals.org/body.cfm?id=488
http://www.missionhospitals.org/body.cfm?id=488
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Black Males, All Ages Percent*

1) Heart disease 23.7

2) Cancer 20.2

3) Unintentional injuries 7.9

4) Homicide 5.0

5) Stroke 4.9

6) Diabetes 4.3

7) Chronic lower respiratory diseases 3.2

8) Kidney Disease 2.6

9) Septicemia 1.7

10) Hypertension 1.6

NEW JERSEY 
COMMANDERS OF THE RITE 

VALLEY PRESIDENTS 

S.G.I.G. Ulysses D. Baker, Jr., 33°
De Hugo Consistory #2

Valley of Camden

S.G.I.G. Ricardo McNeil, 33°
Douglass Consistory #10

Valley of Plainfield

G.I.G. Oneil McLean, 33°
Mt. Calvary Consistory #22

Valley of Atlantic City

G.I.G. Nathaniel Cromartie, 33°
Sardonias Consistory #41

Valley of Newark

G.I.G. James Mack, Jr., 33°
Ophir Consistory #48

Valley of Trenton

G.I.G. J. Hunter Ellison, 33°
Samuel W. Gordon Consistory #50

Valley of Asbury Park

(continued from page 13) 

Top 10 causes of death for black men – Non-Hispanic Black in the United States in 2017

NEW JERSEY 
COMMANDERS OF THE RITE 

2020 - 2021 
 DUES 

ARE 

 DUE 
Fraters, if you do not have a validated dues card in your 

possession, then you are not on good standing! 
Dues are due no later than the fourth Sunday in July. 

(July 25, 2021) 

Please send your $20.00 dues payment to: 

G.I.G. Walter A. Smith, 33° 
19 Hamilton Lane 

Willingboro, NJ 08046 
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S.G.I.G. Samuel W. Gordon,33° 
A Man, A Mason, An Entrepreneur and A Trusted Confidant

Contributor: 
Brother Aaron T. Watson, King David Lodge No.15, Trenton, New Jersey 
Deputy Administrator, Mercer County New Jersey
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 17     18   
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Developed by: G.I.G. Jeffrey M. Perry, 33° 
President 

New Jersey Commanders of  the Rite 

HORIZONTAL	
1.				A	person	in	authority,	especially	over	a	body	of	troops	or	a	military	operation.	
5.				The	Ancient	and	Accepted	Scottish	Rite	of	Freemasonry	commonly	known		simply	as	the	"_______	Master".	
8.				A	very	virtuous,	kind,	or	patient	person.	
10.		A	chest	or	cof1in	for	storing	valuables.	
11.		An	abbreviation	used	in	addressing	members	of	the	33rd	Degree	Mason.		
13.		Meaning	is	"his	father”.	
14.		Relating	to	a	remote	period,	to	a	time	early	in	history,	or	to	those	living	in	such	a	period	or	time.	
15.		A	number	that	is	one	more	than	eight;	constitutional	number	capitular,	cryptic,	chivalric	masonry.		
17.		Referred	to	as		"God's	table,"	a	sacred	place	for	sacri1ices	and	gifts	offered	up	to	God.		
19.		A	knight	of	a	religious	military	order	established	in	the	early	12th	century	in	Jerusalem.		
20.		The	name	which	in	the	1ifth	century	began	to	be	given	to	the	entire	collection	of	sacred	books.	
25.		Incapable	of	being	expressed;	indescribable	or	unutterable.	
26.		He	received	a	patent	authorizing	him	to	establish	the	Scottish	Rite	in	all	four	parts	of	the	world.		
VERTICAL	
1.			The	voluntary	giving	of	help,	typically	in	the	form	of	money,	to	those	in	need.	
2.			The	position	of	the	sun	at	noon.	
3.			Ancient	and	Accepted	Scottish	Rite	(of	Freemasons).	
4.			A	religious	or	other	solemn	ceremony	or	act.	
5.			A	supreme	ruler,	especially	a	monarch.	s	ruler	with	unlimited	power,	the	chief	or	greatest,	or	independent.		
6.			The	name	used	to	reference	a	Jurisdiction	of	the	Ancient	&	Accepted	Scottish	Rite	of	Freemasonry.	
7.			Famous	King	of	ancient	times.	
9.			The	reference	to	“Jesus	of	Nazareth,	King	of	the	Jews”.	
12.	The	monotheistic	concept	of	a	supreme	being,		creator,	see	God.	
14.	Hebrew	for,	'my	Lord	has	exalted,	He	was	stoned	to	death	by	the	people	of	Israel	makes	an	appearance	in	the																	
Cryptic	degrees.		
16.		Are	the	essence	of	our	character	and	character	does	indeed	determine	destiny.		
18.		Comes	from	the	French	word	meaning	elect,	elected	or	“Chosen”.	
21.		Scottish	word	for	something	learned;	a	lesson;	lore;	doctrine.	
22.		Adjective	for	"In	the	Year”.	
24.		One	of	the	12	tribes	of	Israel	that	in	biblical	times	comprised	the	people	of	Israel	who	later	became	the		
Jewish	people.	

SCOTTISH 
RITE 

 NJCOD  
CROSSWORD 

PUZZLE 

SCOTTISH  RITE  ENLIGHTENMENT 


